Julia Lee Performing Arts Academy

Student Cell Phone and Smart Device Policy
(AB 3216 — Phone-Free School Act Compliance)

Effective Date: July 1, 2026
Purpose

Julia Lee Performing Arts Academy is committed to maintaining a safe, focused, and
engaging learning environment that promotes student achievement, social development,
and overall well-being. In accordance with California Education Code Section 48901.7, as
amended by AB 3216 (Phone-Free School Act), the JLPAA limits student access to cell
phones and personal smart devices during the school day to curb classroom distractions,
cyberbullying, and addiction to devices.

Devices Covered

This policy applies to all personal electronic communication devices, including but not
limited to:

e Cell phones and smartphones

e Smart watches and smart glasses with communication capabilities
o Tablets notissued or authorized by the school

o Earbuds, headphones, and similar wireless communication devices

e Any other personal device capable of sending, receiving, or accessing
communications, internet content, or social media

General Rule

If students bring personal cell phones or smart devices to school, these devices shall not
be accessible to students during the school day.

Upon arrival to class each morning, students who possess a cell phone or smart device
must surrender the device to their classroom teacher for secure storage.

Devices will remain secured and inaccessible to students for the duration of the
instructional day, including:



e Before school instructional activities

e During morning line-up on campus

e Classroom instruction

e Recess

e Lunch periods

e Assemblies and performances

o Field trips

e Anyschool-sponsored activity during school hours
Storage Procedures

1. Teachers shall collect student cell phones and smart devices at the beginning of the
school day.

2. Devices shall be stored in a desighated lockable phone storage compartment.

3. Access to the storage compartment shall be restricted to authorized personnel,
including the classroom teacher and school administration.

4. JLPAA s notresponsible for devices that are not properly surrendered and secured
according to this policy.

Return of Devices

Devices will be returned to students at the conclusion of the school day during dismissal
procedures and parent pick-up.

Students may not retrieve devices during the school day unless authorized by
administration.

Parent-Student Communication
To ensure student safety while maintaining a distraction-free learning environment:

e Parents/guardians needing to contact a student during school hours shall do so
through the school office.

e Students needing to contact a parent/guardian during school hours shall request
permission to use a school telephone through the office or authorized staff member.

e School staff will promptly assist with urgent communication needs.



Exceptions

Consistent with California law, students may possess or use a smartphone or smart device
under the following circumstances:

1. When a physician or licensed healthcare provider has determined that the device is
necessary for the student's health or well-being.

2. When use of the device is required by the student's Individualized Education
Program (IEP), Section 504 Plan, or other legally required accommodation.

3. When specifically authorized by a teacher or administrator for an educational
activity or school-related purpose.

4. Any other circumstance required by state or federal law.
Unauthorized Use

A student who fails to surrender a device, accesses a device during the school day without
authorization, or otherwise violates this policy may be subject to disciplinary action
consistent with school policies and the Student Handbook.

Progressive interventions may include:

Verbal warning

e Parent/guardian notification

e In-school detention

e Exclusion from school activities and/or special events

e Other appropriate disciplinary measures as determined by administration
Stakeholder Input and Review

In accordance with AB 3216, Julia Lee Performing Arts Academy shall periodically review
and update this policy with input from students, families, educators, administrators, and
other stakeholders. The policy shall be reviewed and updated at least once every five years,
as required by law.

Board Adoption

Adopted by the Governing Board of Julia Lee Performing Arts Academy on __6.26.26
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